


..to meet expansion needs i.e. 
extended student study space, more 
book shelves for growing collection, 
a bedroom/study space for proffesors 
bringing their students for University 
Study Abroad programs, more effi-
cient kitchen area to accommodate 
Study Abroad dining facilities.
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Crisler 
Library in 
Ephesos 

The fragment of 
this Roman col-
umn now oper-
ating as a foun-
tain was dis-
covered by the 
builders while 
excavating for 
the building's 
foundation.

The Roman 
Peristyle 
Courtyard Has a 
New Look

Partnership with 
the Austrian 
Government 
Excavation 
Project
After three years of scientific surveys, the Crisler Li-
brary in Ephesos excavation project directed by Pro-
fessor F. Krinzinger of the Austrian Archaeological 
Institute and Professor Christine C. Thomas of the 
Unviersity of California, Santa Barbara, the research 
provided pictures of the Ephesian harbor of St. Paul.  
In the 2007 season Field Director Professor Andreas 
Pultz excavated in two locations, reaching the late 
antique stratum in one and delving into the Roman 
period in the other.  Interesting finds included a hoard 
of bishops’ seals in one place, similar to the ‘house 
churches’ such as those Paul founded in Ephesus.  

Due to some changes of assignment within the Aus-
trian Archaeological Institute and CLE’s ‘matching 
grant’ campaing, Crisler Library provided a modest 
contribution towards clearing cumbersone vegeta-
tion around the impressive Harbor Middle Gate area 
.  The photo here is an architectural rendering of ‘the 
way it was’ when Paul, Luke, Timothy. John (on his 
way to and from exile on Patmos), Hadrian, Marc 
Antony, Cleopatra and other notable historic figures 
would have found it disembarking from their ships 
in and out of Ephesus.  It is within this area that the 
remote sensing detected early kilns reminiscent of 
those used by the Silversmiths Guild to create the 
small images of Artemis, which became a catalyst 
for the famous ‘Theatre Riot’ mentioned in Acts 19

For Janet Crisler, the CLE excavation project in col-
laboration with the Austrians to locate the city of 
Ephesus familiar to Paul is remarkable, particularly 
when B. Cobbey Crisler in 1978 began his serious 
efforts to locate this particular area.

Testing
the Waters
It has been suggested that Crisler Library in Ephesos 
offer a very focused tour to the sites of the Seven 
Churches in Asia Minor early fall of 2009.  The for-
mat would be similar to a recent tour where Janet read 
excerpts from B. Cobbey Crisler’s talks recorded live 
at the sites many years ago.  For example, at some 
of the larger sites i.e. Ephesus, Pergamum, Sardis, 
Laodicea we would spend the day, not only listening 
to the talks and exploring with our wonderful guide, 
Mehmet Cuhadar, but have plenty of time for each 
one to contemplate or read privately these specific 
chapters from Revelation.  Obviously because Crisler 
Librry is located at Ephesus, extensive time and site 
visits are necessary with plenty of time for individual 
research in the Library on this topic.  A trip to eastern 
Anatolia would be considered to visit the site of Ha-
ran, Abraham’s home area as well as the site of First 
Century Edessa (modern Urfa) famous for the Abgar 
inscription and home to King Abgar.  The whole ex-
perience would be in the nature of a ‘study tour’. In 
addition CLE can call on its ‘Austrian Faculty’ , the 
Austrian Archaeologists who have, not only written 
the books but excavated the site for many years and 
who would be available for appropriate talks in the 
Muharrem Kayhan Conference Hall at the Library or 
at the site of Ephesus.   

If such a trip piques your interest please contact the 
Co-chair of the CLE Development Committee, Hal-
lie R. Keel (halliekeel@comcast.net)

University of California, at Santa Barbara 
students chatting in the CLE courtyard.


